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We are still seeking a coordinator(s) for the July 4th Parade. Please 
contact gvaden@austin.rr.com or 459-9347 if you might be interested. 


ANA January General 


Meeting Summary 
Kay Newell, Rayn7@austin.rr.com 


Announcements: 

m The US Census is conducting a 2006 Census Test in cer- 
tain portions of Travis County, Allandale falls into their 
test area. The US Census is looking for Census Takers; 
the hourly rate is $14.50. If you are interested call toll free 
1-888-814-6711. 

= TAO of Texas has opened a new Martial Arts Institute at 
805 Capitol Court, offering classes for men, women, and 
children. Cathy Chapaty is the instructor and can be 
reached at 779-5499. 


Neighborhood Watch Program presented by 
Officer Crowder 

A neighborhood watch program involves neighbors looking 
out for neighbors. The area should be a small area, since you 
need to be able to see all the houses in your watch atea. 
Depending on your street, you should have only ten houses or 
less in each watch area. The Neighborhood Watch Guide pro- 
vides you with information on what to do once you have a 
consensus of your neighbors. The guide includes meeting 
ideas, how to spot suspicious activity, etc. You can get a pack- 
et from Officer Crowder, david.ctrowderjr@ci.austin.tx.us or 
by calling him at 974-5545. The application will be placed on 
the Allandale website http://www.allandalereporter.org/ 

If you see any criminal or suspicious activity call 911 or 
311. What you see may be part of a string of criminal activi- 
ty that you are not aware of. It is important to call the police 
because it will help them determine a trend of criminal 
activity. A case in point is the car windows broken along 
Shoal Creek—neighbors called in to report the activity, pro- 
vided a description of the car, and the license plate. Because 


of the rapid response of our neighbors, the kids breaking 
the windows were all caught. Don’t assume that what is hap- 
pening around your neighborhood is an isolated incident; let 
the police know what is happening. 

The vagrant law stops at 29th & Lamar. Officer Crowder 
hasn’t heard of any updates to the transient camping law. If 
you see any signs of transient camps along Shoal Creek or any 
other areas of our neighborhood, call 311 or Officer Crowder. 

The ANA crime statistics show increases around the holi- 
days and summer when kids are out of school. The crimes 
they commit have few witnesses and forensics, so if you see 
any activity call 911 or 311 or Officer Crowder. 


Dr. Forgione, AISD Superintendent—Realizing Our 
2010 Vision and plans for Lucy Reed School 

The link for Realizing Our 2010 Vision is 
www.austinisd.org/inside/docs/AISDHS_2010_Vision.pdf. 

Major issues under development by AISD are to open five 
new schools and upgrade facilities across the district under the 
2004 $519 million Bond Program, which was approved by 
70% of Austin voters. The district plans involve taking care of 
the students they now have: 20,000 out of 80,000 are in 
portable buildings. The current construction is for the stu- 
dents already in the district, not for new students entering the 
district. A new school costs $15 million to construct and staff, 
so the question is how to better utilize our existing schools. 
AISD is on a fixed income, so we want to spend every dollar 
correctly. The question is—how do we enhance opportunities 
for our children and stay on budget? AISD is reviewing 
school capacity and current space utilization to determine 
how to repurpose those schools. When building new schools 
AISD has to protect existing schools to achieve a balance. 

Lucy Reed School, currently the AISD Professional Center, 
is the only vacant school in AISD. The Professional Center 
will be moved to an office building location. In order to bet- 
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ter utilize the school AISD would like to move 33 Pre K classes from Cook, 
Walnut Creek, McBee, and Wooldridge to Lucy Reed. This would allow AISD to 
better manage and repurpose Lucy Reed. Dr Forgione states he can build stronger 
Pre K classes and programs if he has all 33 Pre K classes in one school—Lucy 
Reed. The cities of Houston and Galveston have already adopted this approach to 
Pre K. This move would better enhance the surrounding neighborhood by having 
the activity around the school limited to twice a day, when the children are brought 
to Lucy Reed and when they are picked up to go home. A meeting will be set up 
for Dr Forgione to meet with the neighbors in February—signs will be placed in 
the neighborhood and check Allandale’s website (www.allandalereporter.org) and 
listserve (see below for directions) for future updates. 


John Keohane, Allandale Neighborhood Association Zoning Chair 

We, as good neighbors, need to keep John abreast of all changes happening on 
our streets. Let John know when there is construction, any changes happening, 
unusual activity happening, or something you are curious about. Some of the prob- 
lems presented to John include a home that has no permits but is undergoing 
change. The owner is now requesting a demolition permit and the neighbors are 
questioning whether the owner plans to split the property and build two homes on 
the site. Another involved a home that had a 1996 permit for additional square 
footage. Another involved people living in a trailer that only had a six-month permit 
issued in 2003. John has met with the churches along Northland/Allandale, and 
with the City of Austin Zoning Staff. John asks that all of Allandale be his eyes and 
ears. You can contact him at keohane@prodigy.net or 371-3853. John would appre- 
ciate hearing from all of you, please join him in keeping our neighborhood great! 


Neighborhood Planning by Scott Witeman, City of Austin 

Scott gave an overview of Neighborhood Planning—why we do plans, how 
long it takes to develop a plan, the planning process, and how to get involved. 
You can find more information about the process online at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/. The process is looking to incorporate surrounding 
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Contact Paul Nagy at pdnagy@alumni.utexas.net with any questions. 


neighborhoods with like problems and needs as Allandale 
has, in order to develop one cohesive plan. General meetings 
will be set up to keep the neighborhood abreast of the pro- 
posed Neighborhood Plan. A working committee will need 
to be in place before the process begins. If you are interest- 
ed in being a part of this committee please contact Gretchen 
Vaden Nagy, President of ANA at gvaden@austin.rt.com or 
459-9347. It takes approximately one year for the process to 
be completed and go before the Austin City Council. The 
adoption of the plan and the ordinance backing it are both 
put into action with the vote of the City Council. 


Allandale Sidewalk Project presented by Darryl Haba, 
City of Austin, Public Works 

Public Works checks neighborhood plans, has input from 
neighbors, input from Capital Metro, and from a former 
Public Works department in order to decide where sidewalks 
are needed. They have determined a need for sidewalks down 
both sides of Northland/ Allandale from MoPAC to Burnet 
Rd. The planned sidewalks will be 5 feet wide for new sec- 
tions, when replacing and repairing existing sidewalks they will 
match their current size. As the city works its way along 
Northland/Allandale they will try to accommodate all proper- 
ty owners. They will move sprinkler lines if need be, and if 
you have a bush or planting that is in the way, they will dig it 
up for you. If driveways need to have a different angle where 
they enter the street, the city will take care of that, too. All of 
the construction will be ADA-compliant and will be at the 
cost of the city, not the homeowner. The construction is 
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being funded by the rebate Capital Metro makes to the city. 
The plans have been drawn up, the project has been permit- 
ted, the contractor goes before the City Council Feb 2, and 
construction could begin in March and last for a couple of 
months. Neighbors immediately impacted will be notified two 
weeks before the project begins. Construction will be from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.; they feel that they can do all their construction 
from the street side. Darryl Haba’s phone number will be on 
all the signs around the construction. 


Zoning request for a liquor store at 6800 Burnet Road 
by Sam Buford, developer and Lee Cantrell, owner of 
Sun Liquor 

The request for a zoning change to CS-1, which is a 
Commercial Liquor Sales zoning, has been delayed three 
times—once at the request of ANA, once per Sam’s request, 
and the last time because the zoning commission was short 
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two members. This afforded Sam and Lee the opportunity 
to bring their request to a General Meeting of the Allandale 
Neighborhood Association. The ANA Executive Committee 
has in the past voted against this variance because of the 
number of liquor stores already in the area, and the fact that 
Northwest Park is close to this development. 

After those for and opposed to the zoning change were 
given the opportunity to present their cases, a vote was taken 
and the request for a zoning change was denied. +% 


New Zoning Chair 
John Keohane, ANA Zoning Chair, 
keohane@prodigy.net, (512) 371-3853 


et me introduce myself. My name is John Keohane [CO 

hayne], and I am the new zoning chair for the Allandale 
Neighborhood Association. 

My wife and I moved to Austin in 2003, for a job she 
took with the government. I have taught algebra and geome- 
try at a high school in east Austin, and am now both tutor- 
ing students in mathematics, and subbing in both public and 
private schools. My parents taught government and history, 
and my only sibling, Robert O., is professor of international 
politics at Princeton University. 

We bought our house in Allandale in 2004, after leasing 
another for a yeat. 

Part of getting up to speed on my volunteer activity as 
zoning chair for Allandale was to meet with city staff at One 
Texas Center and on St. Elmo. I also met with senior staff at 
three churches along 2222 in Allandale, starting from the 
west, these are Covenant Presbyterian, the Church of Glad 
Tidings (Assembly of God), and St. John’s United Methodist 
Church, which is north of 2222 on the street where we live. 

In my meeting at the three churches, and to introduce the 
topic of zoning, I used the following quotation from an ear- 
lier generation of Keohanes: 


“Modern city planning includes . . . limitations on the 
use of private property. A property-owner is not per- 
mitted to ruin a residential neighborhood by turning his 
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dwelling into a factory or a garage. Such restrictions are 
called zoning. Zoning laws illustrate the need of surren- 
dering freedom to do what one pleases with one’s own 
property in order that all may gain greater freedom or 
enjoyment.” 


From the high school textbook, “Government in Action”, by Robert 
E. Keohane, Mary Pieters Keohane, and Joseph D. McGoldrick, 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York-Chicago, 1938, page 398 


Robert E. and Mary Keohane taught me many things, 
among them, that our government is our responsibility. 
Similarly, our neighborhood is our responsibility. I want to 
encourage you to do three things: 

1) Go to the [Web] www, get to the Allandale Reporter (our 
online publication edited by Tom Linehan), and from 
there get on the yahoo newsgroup ably managed by Paul 
Nagy. Do this for general information. 

2) Be a nosy neighbor for your part of Allandale. See who is 
building or tearing down. Watch, and question, at least to 
yourself, what goes on in near you. 

3) Contact me as zoning chair, with any questions you have. 
I prefer the original contact by email, but I want both an 
email and a phone for you. Ask questions, even if some 
will be answered with, 
that”. In other cases, people may not be able, legally, to 
do this or that. I can help here. % 


“the person has a legal right to do 
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Gullett’s 50th Year of Existence 
Anne Jarriel, 491-9444 


Ce. Elementary is in its 50th year of existence! The 
school opened in the fall of 1956 with the current campus 
opening December 1956. To celebrate, Gullett is having a 
Golden Gecko celebration September 16th 2006 at the school. 
Wed like to find as many former students and faculty as possi- 
ble! If you went to Gullett, access www.gullettgeckos.org and 
follow the link right under the 50th anniversary logo to regis- 
ter. If you are interested in being on the planning committee 
ot have ideas to share, please contact Anne at 451-9444. +% 


New Teaching Garden Will 
Blossom With Your Help 


Ann Jarriel Annfarriel@auseea.com 


pe of what makes Gullett Elementary such a unique and 
wonderful school is its embrace of nature: ducks, chick- 
ens, and turkeys enliven the kindergarten wing; a koi pond 
with a splashing waterfall beautifies a breezeway; butterfly 
gardens attract winged visitors; and chinchillas, a tarantula, 
and fish vie for attention in hallway aquariums. 

In 2006-07, Gullett wants to build on its success by pro- 
viding students with a new teaching garden, designed for 
entire classes to explore natural habitats and ecosystems. 
The garden has already been designed and will be installed in 
two phases. Eventually this area will have a large container 
pond, native plants, a raised bed for handicapped access, rain 
barrels, a dry streambed, and a Native American crop gar- 
den. Gullett has already applied for a couple of grants but 
we need so much more help—financially, materially, and 


with good old fashioned gardening, If you or your business 
can donate materials, funds, or labor towards this project 
please contact Pam at 302-3467. See www.gullettgeckos.org 
(under the Native Texas Garden Habitat link) for profes- 
sional drawings and more details on what is being done and 
where we need help. <% 


Calling All Allandale Artists and 
Craftsmen 


Jerre Heaton, jerre@austin.rr.com 


llandale artists and craftsmen: If you have an art and/or 
Åra hobby, and you’re willing to share the work you’ve 
done through the Allandale neighborhood website 
(www.allandalereporter.org), please email me at 
jerre@austin.tr.com. If you have a friend or neighbor in 
Allandale who has such artistic talent or skill please encour- 
age them to contact me. For example, I remember someone 
on the listserv was looking for knitting classes some time 
ago. Pd love to see the outcome of those classes. % 
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Wanting a Home Remodel? 


Consider these tips. 
Cathy Savage, csavage@savageartist.com, 459-9928 


M? husband and I have been going through a home 
remodel for the last 13 months. We subtracted about 300 
square feet and added 900 square feet (we lost a family room 
and a half bath, and added another family room, screened in 
porch, master bedroom, master bath, and office. The addi- 
tion is now pier and beam, matching the original floor plan). 
We’ve had an interesting remodel—a rocky relationship with 
our general contractor (GC), some good and some bad sub- 
contractors, stuff done wrong, stuff done not to code, a 
leaky skylight, etc. Oh, and a pregnancy and birth. 
After you decide your relationship can survive a home 
remodel, my husband and I suggest the following; 
= Know What you Want. Look through books and create a 
file of ideas. Scrutinize homes and buildings you enter to 
see what you like or don’t like about the space. 
Communicate with your architect to make sure what is 
drawn is what you like and not what your architect likes. 
Make sure to consider several iterations before deciding 
on any plans. 
m Talk to your Neighbors. Let them know the work you 
would like done on your home. Many neighbors are sensi- 
tive to a different-style home than what’s in the vicinity. 


Courtesy goes a long way and being upfront with your 
plans is in the best interest of friendly relations. 
Research. Find out what you need done and know how 
it should be done. One reference is JLC Field Guild to 
Residential Construction: A Manual of Best Practices. 
This guide will set you back ($69.99 on Amazon.com) but 
it contains valuable information. 

Provide a Spec Sheet. Write up a spec sheet so the GC 
you hire knows what you expect. 

Have a Contract. Have this signed along with your spec 
sheet. Even if your project does not require a GC, my 
suggestion is that you obtain a contract. That also 
includes an architect. Even if you are friends with the 
person you are hiring, I can’t emphasize enough how you 
should have a contract. 

Don’t pay until it’s done. Withhold some of your pay- 
ment until all work is completed. We finally adopted this 
strategy these last several weeks and have found things 
move a lot quicker—problems get resolved on a more 
reasonable schedule. 

Touch base with your spouse. If one of you is more 
involved than the other, keep your partner in the loop of 
what’s going on. If you plan on doing some of the work 
yourself, have deadlines that are reasonable to both par- 
ties. Regular communication about successes and frustra- 
tions will serve your relationship well. + 


ANA’s July 4th Parade needs a Coordinator. WE NEED YOU! Contact 
Gretchen Vaden Nagy at gvaden@austin.rr.com or 459-9347 for more information. 
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LUT subcommittee picks Option 3 
Kerry Kimbrough, 453-0786 


A its regularly scheduled meeting (Mon Feb 13), the Land 
Use and Transportation subcommittee of the City 
Council once again took up the issue of Shoal Creek Blvd 
striping. You may recall that, in its previous meeting, LUT 
tossed in a new monkey-wrench by voting to ignore the 
stakeholder ballot and to proceed instead with a new design 
"bake-off". But the dough didn't rise. There will be no “pilot 
project” on SCB after all. 

After two hours, SCB was the last item on the agenda, and 
committee members were ready to take care of business. 
Yes, there will be a pilot project, but on some other unspeci- 
fied street, not SCB. Its primary sponsor, Brewster 
McCracken, declared his hope that when this pilot project is 
concluded, we can all revisit SCB with new lessons learned. 

Sondra Creighton, Director of Public Works, was there to 
declare her intention to bring a proposal for a pilot project 
to full Council in March. So much for that. 

Only three citizens offered comments, but it was enough 
to neatly sum up the entire history of the debate. Michael 
Bluejay, a well-known Austin cycling advocate, appealed for 
safe bike lanes. Gretchen Vaden, who lives on SCB, asked to 
keep the current character of the street with parking on 
both sides. Allandale resident Jack Kern said we don't need 
mote pilot projects or more discussion—let's respect the 
stakeholder ballot and make a decision. 
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So LUT did just that. On a motion by Lee Leffingwell, 
they voted unanimously to recommend Option 3. What does 
that mean? Except for the curb islands, which will be 
removed by previous decision, the street and the striping will 
remain essentially just like it is right now. 

Leffingwell said he chose this option because it is the 
cheapest and because most neighborhood residents voted 
for it. The LUT recommendation will now go to the full 
Council for a final decision, perhaps at their next scheduled 
meeting, 

Another point worth noting was made by Creighton: side- 
walks are coming to SCB. Creighton told LUT members that 
her staff is ready to proceed with new sidewalks in a month 
or two. Look for more news about this soon from your 
friendly neighborhood association. % 
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MoNAC (MoPAC Neighborhood 
Association Coalition) January 


Meeting Summary 
Kay Newell, Rayn7(@austin.rr.com 


Announcements 

m Per Scott Archer/Westminster—Westminster is demolish- 
ing the Gateway Church plus relocating a 36-inch water 
main. Once this is completed, Westminster will make the 
final decision as to what they will build on the site. 

m Clarksville will rejoin MoNAC. 

a ANC’s (Austin Neighborhoods Council www.ancweb.org/) 
meeting on Jan 25th included affordable housing as a topic. 


Loop 1/MoPAC Corridor Project Update given by the 
Loop 1 Study Project Team, John Kelly DMJM Harris, 
Karen Savage DMJM Harris, & Mark Herber TxDOT 
TxDOT & DMJM Harris are working on the contractual 
structure of their contract. The initial work authorization 
determining what needs to be done has been approved. There 
is an interim project and a long-term project in the $20 million 
contract. The proposed interim project involves the possibility 
of adding one managed lane from the river to Parmer Lane. 
The project has to show a need for increased capacity in order 
to proceed with sound walls. If at the end of the project the 
collective decision is that no improvement or increased capaci- 
ty can be undertaken, then there will be no sound walls. The 
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outcome hinges on the ability to increase capacity on MoPAC. 

The process will be environmentally sensitive (NEPA- 
National Environmental Policy Act) and neighborhood sensi- 
tive with each step of the planning. The sound wall process 
will take into consideration noise mitigation both at the wall 
level and at the pavement level, with possibly PFC—Porous 
Friction Course—see section 10.2.1. in the following link 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/pavement/management/pms10.cfm. All 
the measures involved in the process will help determine the 
best noise mitigation from a wall and pavement standpoint, as 
well as making driving safer by the use of PFC or a similar 
pavement. Among other things, these pavements provide 
structural stability, noise mitigation, and reduce hydroplaning. 
The following link has additional quiet pavement information 
www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pavement/qpavement.html 

It will take about one year to reach a decision on managed 
lanes and sound walls. Research is underway on the above 
issues as well as drainage issues along MoPAC. 

Sample sound walls will be constructed in the fields across 
Bull Creek from Westminster. There will be three walls 
approximately 25’ long with a minimum height of 10’ and a 
maximum height of 18-20. There will be six architectural 
designs, front and back—these will not be the final walls or 
designs, but are designed as samples. If the walls prove justi- 
fied from a sound and cost standpoint, the neighbors that 
immediately abut the walls will vote on the walls. If a majori- 
ty of those neighbors vote in favor of the walls, then the 
wall construction phase will begin. 

The long-term planning phase of the contract will begin after 
the interim project is completed. The team understands the 
constraints (take no more ROW, no elevated lanes, etc.) that 
CAMPO (www.campotexas.org) has placed on any changes to 
MoPAC. The long-term solution may include mass transit, both 
bus and rail. DPP (Deliberative Polling Process) will be used in 
the long-term planning phase. DPP has never been used in the 
transportation field. The Brookings Institute and TTI (Texas 
Transportation Institute) have expressed an interest in partici- 
pating in this process. DPP will involve putting together an 
advisory group of neighbors, users, and business- 
es impacted by MoPAC. There will also be an 
outreach effort to talk to and involve the commu- 
nity. The long-term goal is to improve the corri- 
dor without negatively impacting the neighbor- 
hoods and to protect the neighborhoods as the 
changes occur. This is more than just a trans- 
portation issue, it is one meant to address envi- 
ronmental and community needs, as well as to re- 
knit neighborhoods split by MoPAC. 


Brief report by Edward Tasch, President 


* Beginner through Advanced Riders 


Private and Group Lessons 


Transportation from 
NW Hills? 


+ Horses for Sale or Lease 


i" SPRING/SUMMER WINTER 
CAMPS 


BrykerWoods NA on TxDOT?’s (Texas 
Department of Transportation) proposed 
Westover/Northwood/Loop 1 interchange 


= Day camps, birthday parties, and 
more! 
Idylwood Stables - 7129 Chimney Corners, Austin, TX 78731 - 
www. idylwoodStables.com 


{842) 342-8339 


improvements. 
This does not change access (the 
Westover/Northwood ramps will remain open!) 


but rather is an attempt to slow traffic at this interchange; 
namely slow the traffic exiting MoPAC on the east side. The 
changes will eliminate the curved bypass ramps which literally 
slingshot traffic at high rates of speed into and out of the 
neighborhood, directly across designated pedestrian/bicycle 
lanes. This project might include sidewalks on both sides. 
According to Mark Herber, TxDOT is going to address safety 
issues along MoPAC if and when a managed lane is added. 
For further information see 
www.txinfo.com/brykerwoods/Mopac/traffic.html 


Brief discussion on future MoNAC meeting topics 

Question future commuter rail stations and TOD’s (transit 
oriented developments) along MoPAC and any rezoning 
issues that might arise. 

Neighborhood planning from the transportation side. 
There is a need to do all the neighborhood associations 
along MoPAC north of the river and south of 183 as one 
unit. But it will probably have to be split in half to be 
accomplished. 

Neighborhood planning along MoPAC might possibly be 
pushed back 18 months due to Oak Hill OHAN. 

Have NPZD (Neighborhood Planning and Zoning, City 
of Austin, www.ciaustin.tx.us/planning/) come and discuss 
the transportation aspect of neighborhood planning. 

Have neighborhoods that have gone through the process 
come in and discuss the process, and how it has evolved. +% 


Use the Membership Form on 
page 24 to Join ANA 


Super Summer Youth Program 


A low cost, quality Summer camp program for children ages 6 through 12. 
Our program consists of chapel time, swimming, arts and crafts activities, 
indoor and outdoor games, movie making, Vacation Bible school and field trips. 


Camp runs May 30 thru August 11 
HOURS: 7 am - 6 pm 
Registration starts on April 3, 2006 
Weekly cost $105. First Week's Tuition, Registration and Supply Fee 
Due at time of registration. 
6600 WOODROW AVE, AUSTIN TEXAS 78757 
PHONE: 512-451-1116 FAX: 512-451-1101 


For more information visit us online at: www.faithlutheranaustin.org 


Allandale Appetites 
Alison Bogle 


e Although it didn’t feel like much of a winter 
this year, it is still nice to be entering into the season that 
signifies new life. Many people will soon be celebrating 
Easter with family and friends. Here is a recipe for delicious 
and easy bar cookie to share with those that you care about. 
This recipe comes via our wonderful neighbor, Kay Newell, 
who found it on the Kraft™ website. 


Raspberry-Coconut Bars 
1-1/4 cups flour 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 cup (1 stick) cold butter 
or margarine, cut up 
3 Tbsp. cold water 
2 eggs 


1/2 cup sugar 

1 pkg. (7 oz.) Coconut 
(2-2/3 cups) 

1/3 cup red raspberry 


preserves 


1. Preheat oven to 425°F 

2. Mix flour and salt in medium bowl. Cut in butter until 
mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Gradually add water, stir- 
ring with fork until well blended. Press firmly onto bottom 
of ungreased 9-inch square baking pan. 

3. Bake 20 minutes or until lightly browned. Reduce oven 
temperature to 350°R. 

4. Beat eggs in small bowl with electric mixer on high 
speed until frothy. Gradually add sugar, beating until thick 
and lemon colored. Gently stir in coconut. 

5. Spread preserves over crust to within 1/4 inch of edges, 
then carefully spread coconut mixture over preserves. 

6. Continue baking 25 minutes or until golden brown. 
Cool completely on wire rack. Cut into 24 bars. +% 


Plumbing Repair Specialists 
à Peg, *, 
bz] 
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Paul’s Plumbing 


Paul S. Golston 
master plumber 


451-5032 


1907 Morrow 


“If water runs through it, we can do it.” 


EAST-WEST 
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Contest—T-shirt Tagline 
Wendy Wilson wendywilson.austin@gmail.com 


Te Allandale Neighborhood Association will soon be sell- 
ing t-shirts that promote our neighborhood and the ANA 
website (AllandaleReporter.org). But, right now, we’re look- 
ing for your creative ideas about a tagline for the shirt. 
Taglines are usually concise, like “Keep Austin Weird” or 
“The Live Music Capital of the World,” but we’re throwing 
it open for you to come up with your best line(s), no limits 
(but remember it does need to fit on a shirt). 


m No limit on the number of entries per person. 

m Entries should include your name, address and contact 
phone number. 

The ANA board will select the winning tagline. 

The winner will receive a free t-shirt. 

Entries must be recetved by March 18. 

Email your entry to: WendyWilson.austin@gmail.com. 


Stay tuned for more information about how to get your 
Allandale t-shirts. <% 


Setting Up a Neighborhood Watch 
David Crowder, david.crowderjih@a.austin.tx.us, 974-5545 


Aoo watch, put simply, is neighbors watching 

neighbors. Setting up a neighborhood watch is simple. If 
you are interested in starting a neighborhood watch for your 
block, simply contact me. I will give you a packet. Inside the 
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SENIORS 


EXTRA HAND, UC 


WE CAN HELP WITH: 


* Chores 

« Errands 

e Painting 

+ Lawn & Gardening Work 

Kipa Smith + Doctors Appointments 

Vice President + Small Repairs 

> Grab bars installed 

+ Grocery Shopping 

« Referrals to 
Connnunity Resources 


Your Handy, 


Helpful Neighbor 


656-8906 


komuh@ senionestrahand com Www.seniorsextrahand. com 


Bonded & Insured 


No job too small, call us for specifics on other available services 


packet it will detail how to get the word out, how to set up 
your meetings, and other information that can be discussed 
within the meeting. % 


Detention Ponds 
Johnny Price, Watershed Protection and Development Review, City of 
Austin, Johnny.Price@ci.austin.tx.us, 974-3393 


T. ZK pond (north of 183, east of MoPAC and west of 
the railroad) is being enlarged. The detention or flood 
control capacity is being increased by approximately 50% 
and a water quality feature is being added to the upper por- 
tion of the pond. 

Improvements needed due to the enlargement of the ZK 
pond will be performed at the railroad culvert downstream 
of ZK pond and in the UT pond (just north of 183, east of 
the railroad). These improvements are minor and will not 
decrease the flood capacity of the UT pond. 

No pond is being removed with the construction of the 
mall site. 

If you have any further questions about the matter, please 
do not hesitate to call or email me. 

An existing regional detention pond is being enlarged as 
part of the Arbor Walk development in order to enhance 
flood hazard mitigation and water quality treatment perform- 
ance. No ponds are being removed. If you have questions 
about this pond, contact George E. Oswald, P.E., D.WRE, 
george.oswald@ci.austin.tx.us or 974-3369, Watershed 
Protection and Development Review Department, City of 
Austin, Texas. “ 


Central Texas 
TREE CARE 


Quality Pruning, Diagnostics and Overall Tree Healthcare 
Owned & Operated by Experts * Certified Arborist * Insured 
Affordable, Competitively priced & personalized service 


Attention to detail larger companies overlook! 


Call today for a Free Consultation 


973-9090 
9/5-YU9U 


Kelly's Pet Care 


In-Home Boarding*Walks* Taxi 
Post-Op*Orthopedic*Elder*Puppy Care 
Injections*Fluids* Meds* Therapy 
Grooming*Training*Day Camp 
Pick-up & Delivery*Great Rates 
Bonded, Insured, References 
20 Years Experience (512) 300-PETS 


Statesman Article on 


Urban Density 
Tom Linehan 
Comments by John Keohane, ReohaneQ@prodigy.net, 371-3853 


E? those of you who didn’t catch it, the Austin American- 
Statesman ran an article in Saturday’s paper, “Austin charts 
urban population density” by Jeremy Schwartz. The article 
included a color-coded map showing relative density within 
the city but unfortunately the map was not included in the 
online version. The article is relevant as we begin our neigh- 
borhood planning process, a topic that was covered in our 
General Meeting, January 25th. What follows are comments 
from John Keohane taken from his post to the listserve 
regarding the article. John is ANA’s new Zoning Chair. 
Quoting from that article: “For years, neighborhood resi- 
dents, developers and planners have fought . . . battles over 
how much redevelopment and population growth . . . estab- 
lished neighborhoods in the urban core can or should 
absorb. The stakes were ratcheted up with the release of the 
Envision Central Texas regional planning effort, which 
declared that to avoid sprawl, Austin needs greater redevel- 
opment and density in urban neighborhoods. . . city officials 
... Say the study’s greatest benefit might be in identifying 
obvious holes, or neighborhoods that are clearly lagging.” 
Especially relevant here is the color-coded map on page 
A16. It is easy to find our neighborhood. Allandale is listed 


as “1.” We are one of 61 neighborhoods shown on that map. 


Among the 24 neighborhoods between 35 and MoPAC and 
between 183 and Ben White, we are one of only five coded 
in yellow, as having a “net residential population density” of 
less than 15 persons per acre (the other four are Rosedale, 
Crestview, Windsor Road, and Barton Hills). 


One member of the Planning Commission is quoted in 
this article as saying “It can give us an idea of which neigh- 
borhoods have absorbed more (population) . . . and which 
ones we need to scrutinize more.” 

I don’t know about you, but one reason the Keohanes 
purchased in Allandale is that it is an area primarily of single 
family homes with reasonably spacious grounds, and that is 
part of the quality of life we were buying into when we 
bought. It may take many of us, working together, to protect 
this, and to make the point, throughout Austin, that neigh- 
borhoods such as ours close-in, add not only trees, space, 
and ambience to the residents, but also real value to the qual- 
ity of life for the city as a whole. +% 


Every Neighbor Has A Story... 
Wendy Wilson, wendywilson@austin.rr.com, 452-8992 


hether you’re the original owner of your Allandale home 
Woe a recent arrival to our neighbor, we think that you 
probably have some interesting stories about your life in the 
neighborhood — stories that we would all like to hear. This 
column is intended to encourage the sharing of those stories. 
Several times a year, we'll ask you to share your memories 
about some part of Allandale’s past and then post the 
responses for everyone to read. 

The first topic: What did you think when you first moved 
to Allandale? (What did your street/neighborhood look like? 
How did you meet your new neighbors? Were you surprised 
by anything about the neighborhood? What would we be 
surprised to know about?) 

Please send me your stories that you’re willing to share 
with your neighbors, then check the website wwwaallan- 
dalereporter.org and the next newsletter to see what your 
neighbors ate saying! “+ 


When Only the Best Will Do! 


cares for you and your home! 


Get Results with Ruth 


Ruth E. Vela mba, abr realtor 
312-964-3434 Mobile, 512-476-1591 


Toffer fully customized market analysis for each individual home. 
The little details make a difference when you get ready to sell! 


Please call me for a complimentary market analysis, you will 
appreciate the difference of a real estate professional that 


Cie Comer 
Books 


Rare, Out-of-Print, 
Childrens Illustrated, 
Cook Books, Modern 1st 


Jerry Schmidt (512)371-0201 
5915 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78757 
E-Mail: curobooak@swbell.net 


Austin Public Libraries 
Phyllis Brinkley, pbrinkley@austin.rr.com 


T Austin Public Libraries that are used the most by 
Allandale residents are the Yarborough Branch on 
Hancock, the North Village Branch, the Austin History 
Library, and the Faulk Central Library (the main library 
downtown). You can get information about the mission, 
facts, history, and more on the City’s libraries at the Austin 
Public Library website (www.cityof austin.org/library/infor- 
mation.htm). What follows are locations and hours of opera- 
tion of each along with general information about the 
libraries. 


Yarborough Branch 

2200 Hancock Dr., 78756; (512) 454-7208 
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

closed Sunday 


North Village Branch 

2139 W. Anderson Ln., 78757; (512) 458-2239 
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

closed Sunday 


visit www.allandalereporter.org 


Since 1982 


PRESLEY PAINTING 
AND REPAIRS 


All Painting, Drywall, and Structural Repairs 


Power Washing 
Decks Built to Order 


Wayne Presley 
512-417-7213 


Î 


Devoe | 


Paint 


PAINT 


Allandale Painters Supply 
5615 Burnet Rd., #101 
Austin, TX 78756 


(512) 374-0062 


Herb Armstrong 
(512) 374-9244 Fax 


Owner 


your neighborhood paint store 
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The North Village Branch Library, which has been open 
since January 1971 (35 years, this month, and people still 
don’t know where we arel). 

We’re one of the last two storefront libraries in Austin. 
Our branch is located in the North Star Home Center, 
across the parking lot from Yoga Yoga). 

Branch Manager: Kathleen Kanarski, since May of 2000. 


The Faulk Central Library 

800 Guadalupe, 78701; (612) 974-7400 
Monday-Thursday 

10 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday 

10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sunday 12 noon-6 p.m. 


Austin Public Library 

810 Guadalupe Street, Austin TX 78701 
512-974-7480 

Website: www.cityofaustin.org/library/ahc 
Hours: 

Monday-Wednesday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Closed Thursdays and Fridays 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Sunday 12 noon to 6 p.m. 


Please Support our Advertisers! 


Northwest | 
Veterinary Hospital 


Robert Rhyne, D.V.M. 
Mary Beth Booth, D.V.M. 
Julian Phillips, D.V.M. 


© Small Animal Medicine and Surgery 
including “pocket pets” 

e Laser Surgery and Diagnostic 
Ultrasound available 

@ Professional Interest in Felines 
Boarding and Bathing 


3817 Dry Creek Drive 
453-7776 


Bring this coupon to receive 


$20 Off Your First Visit 


www.myvetonline.com/nwveterinaryhospital/ 


Holiday Schedule for 2006: m periodicals and newsletters 


m New Year’s: Sunday, January 1 and Monday, January 2 m audio and video recordings 

= Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday: Monday, January 16 m collection of books and clippings dating from the 1840s 
m President’s Day: Monday, February 20 to the present. +% 

m Easter: Sunday, April 16 

m Memorial Day: Saturday and Sunday, May 27 and 28; 


Monday, May 29 CORRECTION 


m Independence Day: Tuesday, July 4 
m Labor Day: Saturday and Sunday, September 2 and 3; 


The correct contact information for 
Assistance League of Austin 


Monday, September 4 is 4901 Burnet Road, 458-3716. 
m Veterans Day: Friday, November 10 


a Thanksgiving: Wednesday, November 22 (at 6:00 p.m.); 
Thursday and 

a Friday, November 23 and 24 

m Christmas: Sunday, December 24; Monday and Tuesday, 
December 25 and 26 

= New Year’s: Monday, January 1, 2007. 


It was listed incorrectly 
in the last newsletter. 


HALL LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Visit the centrally located Austin History Center, and view : 
a wealth of research treasures at this nationally-renown local Rick Hall 
history collection. Housed within the walls of the graceful 453-3397 


Italian Renaissance Revival building are many delights for the 
researcher including: 


$35.00 to mow & edge average yard 
Official city records Other services available by quote 
= family and business archives 

m manuscripts, photographs, and posters 
a 


oral histories 


Thinking about 
selling your home? 


Before you decide, get one of our free reports 


Call 1-800-874-1917 to request a FREE REPORT, available 24/7, and simply enter the extension of your 
choice. We can e-mail, fax or mail to you. Picasc specify with cither your c-mail address, fax number or name 
and address. Please help us hy speaking slowly and clearly, we like to get it right the first time. 


Information for Sellers 
EXT. 8010 REQUEST A FREE NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET REPORT 
EXT. 8011 HOW TO GUARANTEE YOU GET YOUR HOME SOLD...AND FOR THE HIGHEST 
POSSIBLE PRICE! 
EXT. 8012 ATTENTION FOR SALE BY OWNER-WHY PEOPLE ARE AFRAID TO BUY FROM YOU 


BUYERS! 
EXT. 8013 HOW TO STOP PAYING RENT FOREVER AND OWN A HOME of your own 
EXT. 8014 HOW TO BUY A HOME THE EASY WAY! 


NE sj 
(ERLE... 
—— 


Bonnie Godwin GRI e_PRO = Member-Institute of Luxury Homes Marketing =" 512-680-1917 
Austin Distinction Realty 
There is no substitute for experience 


> — A 
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ALERT! Dangerous Parasite in 


Local Creeks/Standing Water 
Cheryl Silver, csilver2@austin.rr.com, 454-7219 


H eterobilharzia Americana has been found in dogs who 
frequent the dog park off Great Northern. Itis not seen 
that frequently, so it is hoped that this information will help 
in a speedy diagnosis in affected dogs. 

The egg of the parasite hatches in water then moves into a 
snail where it lives the next phase of its life. From the snail it 
goes back into the water where it eventually invades the 
host—a dog—by burrowing into the skin. From there it 
goes into the liver and eventually to the intestine. The dog 
will become lethargic, lose her appetite, and lose weight. 
Additionally, the dog will pass the eggs of the parasites in its 
feces. 

Treatment is possible. One of our neighbors has been 
through this and his dog is recovering, but it took quite 
awhile to get a diagnosis. 

I use the off leash dog park and have seen a sign that 
someone posted there about this risk (thank you!) and have 
heard from Scott Bogle about his experience finally getting a 
successful diagnosis and treatment for his dog. 

Please be aware of this risk and please pick up your dog’s 
feces. Feces left on the ground wash down to the bottom of 
the “pond” and pose a hazard. % 


3 4 T H ST REET CAFE 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM 
lunch SATURDAY if AM - 4 PM 
r MONDAY - SATURDAY 

dinner 6 - 9:30 PM 
catering * BOX LUNCHES 


* SANDWICH TRAYS 
¢ PARTY TRAYS 
* SPECIAL EVENTS 


1005 West 34th Street e www.34thstreetcafe.com 
cafe: 371-3400 œ- catering: 323-2000 
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Dog Talk: Dog Food and Treats 
Cheryl Silver, csilver2Q@austin.rr.com, 454-7219 


og food is a recurring expense for all of us who share 
Dyes lives with these creatures. Information in this article 
may end up saving your money (in vet bills) while improving 
your dog’s health and quality of life. 

Little substantive information is provided in commercials 
with the marketing of dog foods. It is my opinion that the 
dog foods advertised on television are, without exception, 
inferior foods and may be contributing to recurring health 
issues that could be alleviated with a change in diet. 
(Remember, I am not a veterinarian; these are my opinions.) 

As a tule of thumb, I recommend that people avoid all foods 
that contain any of the following: corn, wheat, soy, sorghum, 
and any type of by-products. If you check this list against ingre- 
dients listed on your dog’s bag of food—even name brands 
sold by veterinarians—you may find some of them listed. 

One reason for avoiding most of the ingredients listed is 
that many dogs have allergies to one or more of them. The 
allergies may manifest in subtle or not so subtle ways. 
Sometimes the allergies result in avoidable itching, runny 
eyes, rashes, upset tummy, passing of gas, smelly stools, etc. 

Some dogs cannot digest some of these fillers and they 
exit in the dog’s feces. Their presence in the feces may entice 
other dogs or even your own dog to eat its feces. 


SANTA*RITA 


T E X M E X C A N T 


OPEN DAILY 


SUN-THU 11am-10pm 
FRI-SAT 11am-11pm 


* 5 plasma screen TVs 

* 2 outside patios 

* Party rooms 

* Lunch, brunch, dinner and catering 
* Orders to go 

* Fresh enough for Eddie! 


GET thewholeenchilada@santaritacantina.com 


1206 WEST 38TH STREET * AT 26 DOORS SHOPPING CENTER 


P: 512.419.RITA * WWW.SANTARITACANTINA.COM 
(7482) 


If your dog is on a lamb and rice food that does not contain 
any of the ingredients I have mentioned, but the dog is mani- 
festing some of the symptoms of allergies, you might switch 
from the lamb, as some dogs have developed allergies to it. 

My own preference is Natural Balance—available at Petco 
(not PetsMart). (I have no financial interest in Petco or 
Natural Balance). Others are foods like Innova, Wellness, 
and Ultra. Ultra is available at Petco and the others are avail- 
able at specialty stores. They are more expensive than gro- 
cery store brands, but you will need to feed much, much less. 
If you continue feeding the same amount of food, your dog 
will gain weight, so reduce the portion size. 

As far as treats are concerned, consider getting a puppy 
kibble of a premium food and using those small pieces of 
kibble as a treat. I feed Natural Balance, but use the puppy 
kibble of Ultra as a treat. Another thing you can do is take 
some of their regular kibble and put it in a Ziploc bag and 
sprinkle a bit of parmesan cheese on it, shake it up and 
refrigerate it. The dogs will love this doctored kibble as a 
treat. I also buy packages of freeze-dried liver (which lasts 
forever) and use it in place of the parmesan cheese—yum. 

Finally, store the dog food in a cool dark place. PetsMart 
and the Container Store have some great containers on 
wheels. 

As always, feel free to call me if you would like to discuss 
dog issues; there is never any charge for my help. +% 


We'd like you to contribute ideas and articles 
to your newsletter! 


CONTACT PHYLLIS BRINKLEY AT 453-5856 OR 
PBRINKLEY @AUSTIN.RR.COM 


Trinity Lutheran Church 
Member - LCMS 
1207 W. 45" Street 
Austin, TX 78756 
512-453-3835 


Divine Service: 10:30 am 
Education Hour: 9:15 am 


www trinityaustin.com 
“Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum” 


Joyce R. Hogan, CRS, GRI 
REALTOR® 


PRIN Boe Caves Ad., Suite 100 
T AG 
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Dog Talk—Submissive Urination 
Cheryl Silver, csilver2@austin.rr.com, 454-7219 


ubmissive urination refers to dogs wetting themselves while 
Sasa but not intentionally urinating, The behavior typically 
occurs when the dog is excited and/or when greeting people. 
Fortunately, once understood, it is easily addressed. 

First, this is not a housetraining issue. It is linked either to 
the dog’s physical immaturity (which will pass) or from the 
dog trying to avoid conflict—-yes, conflict! 

The conflict is in the dog’s mind — the dog sees a person 
approaching, giving him eye contact, talking to him, and 
even reaching out to him. We intend these actions to reflect 
caring and friendliness, but to some dogs, the encounter 
presents some degree of stress/anxiety. The dog’s response 
is to revert to infantile behavior that will calm the approach- 
ing person—so the dog wets itself. 

Understanding that our actions trigger the behavior, tells 
us what we need to do to address the problem. Most impor- 
tant is that everyone in the family does the same thing and 
that it be done consistently. 

Enter the house calmly and totally ignore the dog, Do not 
look at the dog. Don’t talk to her. Do not approach the dog, If 
you have been gone for awhile, walk to the door to the back- 
yard and calmly invite the dog to join you out there. When the 
dog potties outside, praise and reward him with a little treat or 
some loving. If your dog is crated while you are away, wait a 
few minutes before opening the crate—again, approach the 
crate without comment and be sure and look away. Continue 
to basically ignore the dog for a few minutes. You will see a 
point where the dog calms down from the excitement of your 
arrival and the risk of submissive urination will likely be past. 

Keep in mind that prior to your arrival, the turning of the 
key in the door lock, or the knocking on the door or ringing 
of the doorbell by guests are all part of the pattern of sig- 
nals that trigger the undesired response. Practicing them will 
help the dog immensely. So, set aside some ten-minute ses- 
sions where you and other household members repeatedly 
knock on the door, ring the doorbell, or just come through 
the front door and then walk to the back yard. 

This is just a brief overview. Let me know if you want to 
talk about this in greater detail. There is never any charge for 
my assistance. % 


o ooo æ Jerry Hostetter 
Construction (612) 755-0331 (cell) 


www. prideconstruction. net 


30 Years 
Renovation Experience 


Now Remodeling in the Allandale Neighborhood 


Cat Containment! 
Cheryl Silver, csilver2@austin.rr.com, 454-7219 


mazing—-I am not writing about dogs! I have heard from 
A: number of our neighbors asking if there is anything I 
can suggest to deal with the issue of loose cats. In 2002, I 
wrote my first article for our newsletter. The article began — 
“In order to live in harmony with dogs and neighbors, we all 
must behave responsibly. Most families do want to behave 
responsibly with their dogs, but lack the understanding of 
dog behavior to make it happen.” 

I am predisposed to believe that folks whose cats are loose 
also want to be good neighbors and are not aware of the 
many options available to control their cat, keep it safe, and 
end the frustration that their neighbors experience when 
dealing with the various problematic cat behaviors. 

I have come to understand that training a cat that has lived 
outdoors to become an exclusively indoor cat is quite a chal- 
lenge so I wanted to offer some information on cat contain- 
ment—-a solution that would allow the cat to have some out- 
door freedom while keeping him or her inside the family yard. 

First I want to share the names and contact information 
for two women who work with cat rescue and who have 
experience with cat containment. They have each generously 
agreed to discuss their experience with folks who might con- 
sider taking this step. 


= Melissa Ward 
Homeward Bound Kitty Rescue 
Phone: 263-9941 (Call anytime up to 10:00pm—please 
leave a message if machine answers, and tell me when is a 
good time to call you back.) 

m Fiona Kozuh 
(512) 689-4158 cell 


I have some links for different kinds of systems to consider. 
Some attach to your fence. 

m www.purrfectfence.com/outdoor_cat_enclosures.asp 

= wwwferalcat.com/fence.html 


Some ate freestanding; others attach to the house. 

= www.cats.about.com/od/outdoorenclosures/ 
(This is a fascinating site.) 

m wwwijust4cats.com/ 


The one that intrigues me has to be seen. Be sure and watch 
the video! 
a www.backyardcat.com/ 


Hope this gives you some ideas. If you follow-up on this, 
please let me know about your experiences. 


Join ANA 


St. John's United Methodist Church 


March is Open House Month at Saint John’s 


So is April and May and.... 


All Are Welcome 


Sunday Morning Services: 9:00 & 11:00 
Loving childcare / Active Youth Group 
Bobbi Kaye Jones, Senior Pastor 
2140 Allandale Road 
452-5737 
info@stjohnsaustin.org 


Update from Covenant 


Presbyterian Church 
Elizabeth Christian, echristian@echristianpr.com 


he members of Covenant Presbyterian Church want to 
he we're good neighbors to all who live in Allandale. 
Part of our commitment is to communicate regularly with you 
about issues of common care and concern in our community. 

Last year, we presented a progress report to you concern- 
ing matters related to our campus redevelopment plans. We 
also noted the wonderful success of our Park & Shuttle pro- 
gram, which is keeping parked cars off the streets in 
Allandale on Sunday mornings. 

Recently, the Session of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
the church’s governing body, adopted a campus redevelop- 
ment plan. Our current plan, subject to pending congrega- 
tional approval, involves: demolition of Children’s Hall, a 
single-story structure located on the west side of our five- 
acre campus; reconstruction of a four-story Children’s Hall 
on the same site; complete remodeling and re-roofing of 
Eaton Hall, the oldest structure on campus and located on 
the north end (Northland Drive side) of the site and; addi- 
tion of an air lock and entryway to the Sanctuary for the 
purpose of energy conservation and pedestrian circulation. 

We anticipate that our construction and remodeling project 
will be underway by late May, 2006. At the present time, we are 
working with our architects and engineers on facility designs. 


The remodeled Eaton Hall will house our preschool and our 
hope is to have this area completed prior to the start of the fall 
term in late August 2006. Leading up to and during construc- 
tion of the new Children’s Hall, we will temporarily occupy 
portable buildings on campus for program transition purposes. 

Covenant is committed to remaining a good neighbor of 
Allandale and surrounding neighborhoods. Most of our mem- 
bers live within a three-mile radius of the church. We care 
deeply about this wonderful area of Austin—and we’re work- 
ing to preserve the aesthetic appeal of our Northland Drive 
property and to ensure it always fits in with the Allandale area. 

As always, we welcome any questions you may have about 
Covenant’s plans. And we especially want to thank the 
Allandale and Allandale West communities for their support, 
as reflected in your earlier endorsement of our rezoning 
which the City Council approved last year. Questions may be 
directed to Elizabeth Christian, Covenant’s liaison to 
Allandale, or to administrator Fred Clement at 334-3002, 
fclement@covenant.org. + 


Support our advertisers 


Shop Allandale 


Save $2000 when you 
Sell Your Home 


Last year, 102 Allandale homes sold for an average price of $252,575*. 
At a 6% listing fee, sellers paid over $15,000 in commissions. 
With my Flat-Rate Listing Program, they would have saved over $5,000! 


| provide full-service listings for a Flat rate of 
$2,497 plus 3% to the Buyer Broker 


As a Realtor and a Certified Residential Appraiser, I am uniquely qualified to 
help you determine your home's sale price and craft your listing strategy. 
Once under contract, my experience will enable a smooth closing process. 


Allandale has been my home since 1993. If you have to move 
from our fine neighborhood, let a neighbor help you while you save money. 


Contact me for a free marker analysis 


Mark Loftus m Fairlane Properties LLC 


7 708 Fairlane Drive = Austin, TX 78757 = 512-554-3866 
Youarehome@ fairlaneproperties. biz = www. fairlaneproperties. biz 


*Based on Search in Austin Multiple Listing Service of Houses from 01/01/05-12/31/05 in 78757 Zip Code with Gullett Elementary. 
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WARNING... 


New Credit Card Scam 
David Crowder david. crowderjr@ci.austin.tx.us, 974-5545 


Ao sent this article to me. I confirmed it on 
www.snopes.com. 


Note, the callers do not ask for your card number; they 
already have it. This information is worth reading. By under- 
standing how the VISA & MasterCard Telephone Credit 
Card Scam works, yov’ll be better prepared to protect your- 
self. One person was called on Wednesday from “VISA”, and 
I was called on Thursday from “MasterCard”. The scam 
works like this: 

Person calling says, “This is (name), and I’m calling from 
the Security and Fraud Department at VISA. My Badge 
number is 12460. Your card has been flagged for an unusual 
purchase pattern, and Pm calling to verify. 

This would be on your VISA card which was issued by 
(name of bank). Did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing 
Device for $497.99 from a Marketing company based in 
Arizona?” 

When you say “No”, the caller continues with, “Then we 
will be issuing a credit to your account. This is a company we 
have been watching and the charges range from $297 to $497, 
just under the $500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. 
Before your next statement, the credit will be sent to (gives you 
your address), is that correct?” “You say yes”. The caller con- 
tinues—‘‘T will be starting a fraud investigation. If you have 
any questions, you should call the 1- 800 number listed on the 
back of your card (1-800-VISA) and ask for Security. You will 
need to refer to this Control Number. The caller then gives 
you a 6 digit number. “Do you need me to read it again?” 

Here’s the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works. 

The caller then says, “I need to verify that you are actually 
in possession of your card”. He'll ask you to “turn your card 
over and look for some numbers”. There ate 7 numbers; 
the first 4 are part of your card number, the next 3 are the 


Have you joined ANA’s Newsgroup? 


It’s a great way to stay abreast of 
neighborhood issues, find a carpenter, 
learn about residential and commercial zoning, 
plus share thoughts and ideas that atfect Allandale. 
It’s a great resource with nearly 500 members! 


Find out how to join on page 2 of this issue. 
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security Numbers’ that verify you are the possessor of the 
catd. These are the numbers you sometimes use to make 
internet purchases to prove you have the card. The caller will 
ask you to read the 3 numbers to him. 

After you tell the caller the 3 numbers, he’ll say, “That is 
correct, I just needed to verify that the card has not been 
lost or stolen, and that you still have your card. Do you have 
any other questions?” 

After you say No, the caller then thanks you and states, 
“Don’t hesitate to call back if you do”, and hangs up. You 
actually say very little, and they never ask for your Card num- 
ber. But after one person was called, he called back within 20 
minutes to ask a question. 

Are we glad he did! The actual VISA Security Department 
said it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new purchase 
of $497.99 was charged to the card. Long story made 
short—a real fraud report was made and the VISA account 
closed. VISA is reissuing a new number. What the scammers 
want is the 3-digit PIN number on the back of the card. 

Don’t give it to them. Instead, tell them you'll call VISA or 
Master card directly for verification of their conversation. 
VISA told us that they will never ask for anything on the 
card as they already know the information since they issued 
the card! 

If you give the scammers your 3 Digit PIN Number, you 
think you’re receiving a credit. However, by the time you get 
your statement you'll see charges for purchases you didn’t 
make, and by then it’s almost too late and/or more difficult 
to actually file a fraud report. 

What makes this more remarkable is that on Thursday, I got 
a call from a “Jason Richardson of MasterCard” with a word- 
for-word repeat of the VISA scam. This time I didn’t let him 
finish. I hung up! We filed a police report, as instructed by 
VISA. The police said they are taking several of these reports 
daily! They also urged us to tell everybody we know that this 
scam is happening, Please pass this on to all your family and 
friends. By informing each other, we protect each other. % 


www.allandalereporter.org 


AFTER-SCHOOL CARE 
SINCE 1991 
ALSO HOLIDAYS & DROP-INS 
GULLETT, BRENTWOOD & LAMAR 


REGISTERED CHILD-CARE HOME 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 


CAROLYN CROOM 459-8063 


IPM...Not Just a Three Letter Word 


Wizzie Brown, Texas Cooperative Extension Program Specialist, 
854-9600 


PM. You often hear the term, but do you actually know 
eee it is? IPM is short for Integrated Pest Management 
and is the blending of all effective, economical and environ- 
mentally sound pest control methods into a single flexible 
approach to manage pests. 

Here are some easy things to reduce the number of pests 
in your home: 
m sweep and vacuum regularly 
m use a plastic bag to line garbage cans and remove garbage 
weekly 
do not leave food out or dishes in the sink overnight 
clean up any spilled food or drink 
remove old newspapers, magazines and books 
clean closets regularly 
do not buy damaged food products 
store food in sealed plastic or glass containers 
clean containers before refilling 
inspect all items for pests before bringing them into the 


home 

m clean drains with a stiff brush and then flush with boiling 
water 

m remove tree stumps from yard 


m remove debris (firewood, bricks, stones) away from the 
home 

m keep lawn trimmed 

m repair plumbing leaks 

m prune tree limbs that overhang or touch the home; also 
prune shrubs touching the home 

m seal entry points on the outside of the home with caulk, 
expanding foam or steel wool 

m keep screens, weather stripping and door thresh holds in 
good repair 

m use yellow bulbs in outside lights to reduce the number of 
insects coming near doorways % 


Gullett Elementary School 
1956-2006 
50 Anniversary / Reunion 
Sept. 16, 2006 


Looking for all former students and staff: 
841-0346 or 
www.cullettgeckos.org 


VISIT RUSSIA & POLAND WITHOUT 
LEAVING THE NEIGHBORHOOD 


7817 ROCKWOOD LANE ° 459-1449 * ACROSS FROM SUN HARVEST MARKET 


GOURMET 
RUSSIAN MARKET 


Russian Teas 
Chocolates 


Jewelry 
C Handcrafted Lacquer Boxes 
Polish Kielbasa 

Pierogi 


GOURMET RUSSIAN MARKET 


CAFE 


Delicious Russian Tea 
Fresh Brewed Alaskan Coffee 


Pirozhki 
freshly baked pastries filled 


with beef, mushrooms or spinach 
Savory Filled Crepes 
“Pelmeni” Handmade Russian Pasta 
Cheese Blintzes with Fresh 
Blueberry Sauce 
Dr. Brown’s Sodas 


GOOD NEIGHBOR SPECIAL 


Free drink or appetizer with each entree purchased in our cafe 


when you show us your ANA Newsletter. Limit one per household. 


Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday 11a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Expires May 1, 2006. 


YOU’LL FIND US ON CITY SEARCH 


Fire Ants 


Wizzie Brown, Texas Cooperative Extension Program Specialist, 
854-9600 


t’s that time of year again....bait for fire ants in the fall to 
eee the number of mounds you have in the spring. 
Remember, most baits take awhile to see results, so be 
patient. A new bait formulation gets rid of fire ants within a 
week; the active ingredient is indoxacarb. If you need fire 
ants killed quickly, you may want to use an individual mound 
treatment. 
Tips on using baits: 
m Make sure you have a bait, not a granular 
Broadcasting baits using a handheld spreader can save 
time 
Use the proper amount of bait for your yard size 
Read the label; it will tell you the rate of application 
Most baits are placed at a rate of 1-1 '/ pounds per acre 
Most people put out more bait than is needed 
Check that ants are foraging before putting out bait 
Place a hotdog slice or potato chip near a mound, leave 
for 10 minutes, then check for ant activity 
Do not use stale/old bait 
m Smell bait to make sure it is not spoiled; spoiled bait 
smells rancid 
m Store bait sealed in the original container 


m Try to get your neighbors to bait around the same time as 
you do; this will push the reinvasion boundaries further 
away from your property 

m Even better, organize a community-wide fire ant manage- 
ment plan, which can help reduce the amount of fire ants 
within the community and save money on chemical costs “+ 


Rats! It’s That Time of the Year 


Wizzie Brown, Texas Cooperative Extension Program Specialist, 
854-9600 


ommensal rodents, such as rats and mice, often move 
Cinto homes with the arrival of colder temperatures. They 
can gnaw upholstery, books, pipes, irrigation systems and 
garbage cans causing a lot of damage and sometimes even 
starting fires from chewing electrical wires. 

Trapping is a common way to eliminate rodents. Common 
traps include glueboards, snap traps and live traps. When 
using traps, a food item, or bait, is typically used to lure the 
rodent. Good baits include food items such as peanut butter, 
fruit, ketchup and jelly. Traps are best utilized when placed 
along walls where rodents prefer to move. When using snap 
traps, place traps perpendicular to the wall and place several 
traps together in succession. It may also help to place traps 
out with food bait for a couple of days without setting the 
traps to allow the rodents to get used to getting food from 
them. Once they begin to take the bait, you can rebait the 


STEVE’S 
PLUMBING 
REPAIR 


sewer & drain service ® fiber optic drain line o 
e free estimates ° satisfaction guarantee 


Steve Brougher 
Office 276-7476 ® Pager 208-1656 
1106 West Koenig Lane 


trap and set it to capture the rodent. Traps can be reused. 
When disposing of rodents either wear gloves or use a plas- 
tic bag to release the rodent from the trap. 

There are also commercial baits available to poison 
rodents. If you decide to use baits, do not place baits where 
non-target organisms can gain access. It is good practice to 
buy tamper-resistant bait stations to hold bait products to 
avoid dogs, cats or even children from consuming the bait. 
Many baits are grain based, so it is important to dispose of 
the bait once the rodent problem is resolved. Rodent bait left 
for long periods of time will often lead to insect pests mov- 
ing into the area to feed on the grain in the bait. 

Once rodents are removed from the structure, the home 
should be sealed to exclude the pests from moving back in. 
Holes can be sealed with hardware cloth. Check around the 
outside of the home as well as in the attic for openings. 
Also, trim back any tree branches overhanging the roof to 
remove an easy access to the home. % 


Big Red Retires to Austin Fire 


Museum 
Dale Kirkland, ddKirkland@aol.com, 454-1775 


The 1930 American LaFrance Fire Engine, so familiar to 
Allandale neighbors, especially at our July 4th Parade, was 
donated to the Austin Fire Museum early in 2004 for the 
museum’s opening. Austin firefighters opened the Austin Fire 
Museum located at 401 E. 5th Street in the Central Fire 
Station No. 1, next door to the O’ Henry Museum. Current 


Professionalism At Its Best. 


MEMBER 
Here at Key Signature Roofing, we 
seek to consistently exceed our 
clients expectations by offering 
homeowners world-class products 
AND world-class installation. 


Residential 
Shingle and Flat 
Roofing 


Velus® Skylight 
installation 


Call 481-1888 to schedule an 
estimate with one of our Shingle 
Masters. We are happy to provide a 
list of references in your area, 


Suntunnel® 
Installation 


Attic Ventilation 


Chimney Repair 


KOOFING, INC. 


EXCELLENCE & INTEGRITY 


512-421-1888 


I =E E Ær ES ET E EDEDED z 


hours of operation are Saturdays from 12:30 pm to 5:00 pm, 
or by appointment. Visit www.austinfirefightersmuseum.org if 
you are interested in the early days of Austin firefighting, 
tools of the trade, photographs and unusual memorabilia. It’s 
just a neat place. Big Red is housed presently at Fire Station 
22, located at Riverside and Faro Street. Firefighters will be 
evaluating items that need repair. “* 


The Apple at Work—2004 AISD 
Bond Update 


T Austin Independent School District is working hard to 
deliver on the promises made in the 2004 Bond 
Implementation Program. As a part of this effort, every 
school in the District will receive improvements; 73 projects 
ate currently underway. 

District staff would like to regularly communicate with 
you about the progress we are making. You may find com- 
prehensive information about the Bond Program by visiting 
www.theappleatwork.com or by calling our hotline at (612) 
414-BOND. You may also request our semi-annual newslet- 
ter, “Foundations,” which has been tailored specifically to the 
schools in your particular area. So, please visit our web site 
or call the hotline to request the “Foundations” focused on 
your schools of interest. <% 


Join ANA by using the 
Membership Form on page 24. 
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Constable’s Notebook 
Constable Bruce Elfant 


To my campaign for re-election as Constable for 
Precinct Five, the most frequent question I was asked was 
“what exactly is a Constable?” 

The term “Constable” originates from the medieval title of 
an important official in the days of the Eastern Roman Empire 
called “comes stabuli.” In old France “comes” was defined as 
an officer and Count, “stabuli’” was defined as an officer of the 
Stable, Chief Equerry, or Marshall, generally of the “stabulum” 
stables. During that period of time, the Constable was chief 
officer of the King’s household, court and often acted as com- 
mander in chief of the army, second only to the king. 
Constables in England can be traced back to the Kingdom of 
Alfred the Great who reigned from 871 to 899 AD. In about 
1066 King Wiliam the Great divided England into 55 districts 
and appointed constables to keep the peace within these dis- 
tricts. By the 1620s the colonies had been divided into counties 
which became the most important unit of local government. 
The first American Constable was appointed in 1632 to assist 
the Justice of the peace in dispensing justice, enforcing the 
orders of colonial and county officials in both civil and crimi- 
nal matters, and collecting 
taxes. 

Constables in Texas can 
be traced back to 1823 
when Texas was under 
Mexican rule. The Mexican 
government authorized 
Stephen F Austin, who 
had been settling large 
numbers of individuals 
along the Colorado and 
Brazos rivers, to create 
seven districts with an 
appointed sheriff over the 
entire colony and appoint- 
ed constables for each dis- 
trict. The first constables 
were elected in precincts of 
500 inhabitants in 1828. 
Constables were included 


AND THE SOUTHWEST 


4603 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 7876 
(S12) AAI f Taw 323-2548 
win Tia mesoT austin. com 
MARY DOERR 
Chener ~ Artist 
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_ CUSTOM FRAMING _ 
10% ON with Coopen 
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in the Texas Constitution of 1836 and remain (except during 
Reconstruction following the Civil War) to the present day. 

Texas Constables and Justices of the Peace are commonly 
referred to as the offices closest to the people. Constable’s 
duties vary widely throughout Texas and are based on the 
needs of individual counties and the ability and willingness 
of commissioners’ courts to provide funding. In addition to 
serving process and serving as bailiff for justice courts, some 
constables in Texas enforce traffic laws and patrol neighbor- 
hoods, perform criminal investigations for drug violations, 
identity theft, truancy, handicap parking enforcement and 
other criminal matters. 

Constables have survived and flourished as a part of local 
government for more than a thousand years because they 
have effectively met the needs of their constituents and have 
been willing to evolve as changing circumstances have dictat- 
ed. The role of constables or any local office holders, will 
continue to exist only as long as they continue to provide the 
services that citizens need, want and are willing to pay for. I 
only wish we all could be around to see what local govern- 
ment looks like a thousand years from now! % 


Storm Drain February 2006 Update 


Keirsten Tysseland, Kiersten. Tysseland(@ci.austin.tx.us 


he Allandale Storm Drain Improvements Preliminary 
Engineering Report was completed in September 2005. 
The report recommends the flowing: 
= Construct a detention pond north of White Horse Trail. 
= Upgrade channel culverts under White Rock Drive and 
Bull Creek Road. 


House Cleaning 


Weekly, Biweekly 
Monthly, Seasonal 


Carpet Cleaning 
Move Out 

Make Ready 
Office Cleaning 


Contact Eloisa at 


257-0052 Smali Business 
751-0561 Small Buildings 


eb@ebcleaning.com 


Licensed, Bonded. and Insured 
www.ebcleaning.com 
Licensed, bonded, and insurea 


sonal pet care 
Loving care in my home for your pet 
up to 15lbs for sleepovers & daycare 
Is your pet too special for a kennel environment? 


Call for an interview. Limited reservations for select clientele. 


512-323-5330 
memeshouse_92@hotmail.com 


BONNIE FAY 


WORLEY AD GOES HERE 
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m Construct new storm drain systems on Nasco Drive, 
White Rock Drive and Allandale Road. 

m Improve existing channel banks and add erosion control 
components (channel remains open). 


The engineering consultant began designing these 
improvements in January 2006. Design phase is expected to 
last approximately 18 months, with construction tentatively 
starting in early 2008. 

For more information, please contact: Mike Newman, PE, 
Watershed Protection Department, at 974-3372 or Adewale 
Odutfuye, PE, Public Works Department Design Consultant, 
at 974-7119. 


ID Bracelet for Children 


Cathy Savage, csavage@savageartist.com 


t last year’s kite festival we were enjoying the kites with 
Another couple that has a son the same age as ours (4). 
We were all together watching the kites when we temporarily 
“misplaced” their son—keep in mind the festival draws sev- 
eral thousand kite enthusiasts, so it was quite crowded and 
frightening for us and Jordan. Despite every parents good 
intentions, children occasionally dart away leaving a wake of 
panic. Like a lot of parents, we’ve taught our son his address 
and our names in case he gets lost and needs help getting 
back home. Our phone number has been too long for him 
to memorize, so we bought him an ID bracelet with my cell 
number on the back just in case we get separated. I’ve had 
several inquiries at to where I purchased the bracelet, so I 
thought Id advertise it here in case another family is inter- 
ested. Wes chose the fire engine design to be etched on the 
front and he loves it, wearing it 24/7. We’ve taught him who 
to approach in case he gets lost and how to instruct them to 
use the number on the back. Luckily we haven’t had need to 
use the bracelet, and hopefully never will, but for $5.95 it’s 
an extra piece of mind. www.makemethis.com. “ 


Help out a neighbor m Don't lit- 
Take Pride In our ter m Donate to local charities 
m Spay or neuter your pets = 
Plant flowers m= Volunteer m 
Use our trails and parks m 
Conserve water = Organize Neighborhood Watch program m 
Drive carefully æ Have a block party = Attend a neighborhood meet- 
ing = VOTE! m Report suspicious activities to 311 = Observe 
the speed limit = Keep your petsonaleash m Recycle m Pick 
up after your pets m Park in your driveway m Keep bicycle lanes 
open m Keep your home in good repair = Keep your yard mowed 
and trimmed m JoinANA m Donate household items = Report 
potholes 440-8444 m Correct poor street lighting 505-7617 m= Stay 
in contact with your elderly neighbors = Take walks around the 
neighborhood œ Pick up litter in streets and on sidewalks m 
Organize a safe house on routes to schools m= Report missing street 
signs 457-4851 m Take a day off work to spend with your family m 


Neighborhood 


Join ANA, Today 


Steve Rosenbaum 


Realtor® 
Office (512) 448-4111 
Cell (512) 963-6163 
Fax (512) 448-4822 
E-Mail srosenbaum@kw.com 


REALTOR R F A L 


1801 S. Mopac Expressway, Suite100 
Austin, Tx 78746 


Each Office ts independently Owned And Operated 


Henderson 
Plumbing 


452-5963 


Licensed plumbing repair 
Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 

Drain cleaning 


452-5963 


Leave me ee 
LECUYVE filessupe 


eee o 


Oak 


REMODELING * Ë 


Offering 25 Years Experience ) 
| — In Austin Since 1990 — j 


* COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING SERVICE 

* COMPLETE CUSTOM CABINET CONSTRUCTION 

* CERTIFIED WILSON ART SOLID SURFACE FABRICATOR 
FOR KITCHEN OR BATHROOM COUNTER TOPS - 
GIBRALTAR 


* Replacement of Cabinet Face Frames and/or Doors 
* Replacement of Drawers or Drawer Fronts 
¢ Installation of Pullout Shelves 
e Built-Ins 
-Entertainment Centers -Wet Bars 
-Kitchen Islands -Vanities 
*Shower Stalls and Tubs 
-Tile -Solid Surfacing 
* Decorative Mouldings & Raised Panels 
e Create your own design, or let us assist you in 


creating a design. 5 
K. Don D. Phillips nis 


Mat 452-3822 924-4256 T 


ZT het FO hei hei T hak 


Allandale Needs You! Join ANA Today! — ——f=-7---------------- 3 


The Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANA) is known We need volunteers! Please check your interests: 


i as a strong neighborhood association. We depend on your O Create and post signs O Write local history 
membership. We need neighbors to join ANA to continue to OQ Zoning © July 4th Parade 
ı be a strong local group. By joining, you help produce this T Attorney O Membership 
' newsletter, put on the 4th of July Parade, fund our Partners O Beautification QO) Crime prevention 
in Education and much more. Please volunteer for activities QO Photography QO Yarborough Library 
! that interest you. Fill out the membership form and mail it to T Make phone calls O Shoal Creek issues 
the address provided, or call 452-4497. CL) Write cards/letters Q Newsletter /website 
! New or Renewal Membership U Transportation U Partners in Education 
1 Name U Sheffield NW District Park U Publicity 
Street Address Q City planning QO Capital Metro 
| Phone Number(s) U Shoal Creek cleanup U Engineering issues 
i Eat Please make checks payable to: 
| Membership cost: Allandale Neighborhood Association m c/o Paul Nagy m 6501 | 
1 O $10 per household Q $7 senior citizen rate Shoal Creek Blvd. m Austin, TX 78757 


The Allandale Neighbor is published and distributed quarterly by the 

ANA. For more information call Phyllis Brinkley at 453-5856. È f 

Your Ad Size One time rate One Year reature om orts 
Full Page T x 9/4? $175 $600 Quality Pet Care In Your Home 

1/2 Page 7⁄%2x5 $125 $400 5 i 

1/4 Page 35/3 x 4⁄2 $65 $200 For Vacations 

Business Card 312 x2 $40 $120 è Plant Care 

* Daily Dog Walks 


Full page inserts (one issue) 1 side—$260 W 2 side (same advertis- 
er)—$360 Ml 2 side (two advertisers)—$460. We prefer digital 
files, at least 300 dpi (TIFF or PDF ate best). We have a graphic 
designer who can create or alter your ad for a nominal charge. 


Cathy McDowell 
451-4392, 413-4214 (c.) 


Allandale Homeowner for over 15 years 
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